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Membership & Society’s Affairs

L.

The office has been moved to Lai Chi Kok in Apr 2013 due to the expansion of the staff. Members are
welcome to visit.

The latest number of HKBWS member stands at 1,921 (till 11 Oct 2013) compared to 1,887 in 2012,
1,677 in 2011 and 1458 in 2010 at the same time.

After the new membership validity was introduced in July 2012, expiry of members spread across
different months from year end.

There were 34 (37 in 2012) member’s outings and 13 (12 in 2012) indoor meetings this year. Crested
Bulbul Club also organized 10 outings for members and the public.

The Record 232 - HK Bird Watching Competition took place in 6™ - 7" April 2013 and a total of 16 teams
joined this event. A new half-day Little Little Bird Race was organized on September 15, 2013 with a
total of 6 teams joined the race.

Member’s benefit: Minox & Steiner continued to offer member discount for 2013.

Bird Studies and Surveys

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)
7)

8)

The Mai Po Inner Deep Bay Ramsar Site Waterbird Monitoring Programme continued to be supported by
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation (AFCD) contract this year (Jul 2013- Jun 2014).

The bird monitoring programme in Long Valley continues under the Project ‘“Nature Conservation
Management for Long Valley 2012-2015” funded by Environment and Conservation Fund (ECF).

The International Black-faced Spoonbill Census 2013 was conducted and a total of 2,725 individuals were
recorded — a new high figure for this species.

Bird survey was conducted in Fung Yuen since 2006 commissioned by Tai Po Environmental Association
which is a part of their Management Agreement project.

Survey and Remove House Crow Nests in Hong Kong 2013, funded by AFCD was completed in September
2013.

Mr Geoff Welch continued surveying birds in Po Toi during Autumn 2012 and Spring 2013.

HKBWS actively involved to the regional conservation activities through East Asia — Australasian Flyway
Partnership (EAAFP) and volunteered to act as a coordinator of EAAFP Seabird Working Group.

Report of the HKBWS research groups:

(a) Egret Research Group — The group continued to survey breeding egrets. Their result showed that the

number of nests was 852 this year, compared to 758 last year.

Since 1957

JLATERIL

BirdLife Partner Designate



b) Black-faced Spoonbill Research Group —

Colour-ringed BFS recording system was launched in March 2012. During the first winter
(2012-13), more than 300 re-sightings of colour-ringed BFS had been collected.

Age structure survey was conducted in winter 2012-13 by AFCD contract.

Coordination of Black-faced Spoonbill Monitoring with reference to the Deep Bay area in

2012-13 winter was conducted by AFCD contract.

(c) Tern Research Group — The group continued surveying breeding terns in Hong Kong.

A press release was published in Aug 2012 to highlight the increasing disturbance to breeding
terns by photographers landing on the tern island at Mirs Bay and re-iterate our proposal to close
the island during the breeding season. The issue was reported on major Chinese newspapers
and brought up AFCD’s attention.

During the 2013 breeding season, the Society carried out 16 weekly tern surveys around East and
South Hong Kong waters under a contract with AFCD. A total of 1,000 breeding terns were
recorded.

In the year 2013, three public talks about breeding terns and their conservation were given, two

for the HK Wetland Park and one for the Tai Po Environmental Association.

(d) Kite Research Group —The monthly kite count is continued. Three breeding surveys were conducted in

Nam Long Shan and Aberdeen Reservoir on 17 Mar, Stonecutter Island on 31 Mar and 14 Apr 2013.

(e) Swallow Research Group — The group continued to survey Swallow Nest this year.

Interviewed by Commercial Radio in Nov 2012.

Annual training workshop of swallow nest survey was organized, 18 Apr 2013 for indoor briefing
& 27 April 2012 for outdoor practice. 26 volunteers participated in both events.

The first training of swallow nest survey for Long Valley tour guide has been completed on
19 May. 5 tour guides completed the training and the nest survey in Ho Sheung Heung, Chung
Pak Long and Yin Kong. Thank you to Katie and Pan of the Conservancy Association for their
great help.

Nest survey of 2013 was conducted between 1 May and 15 June. A total of 61 old volunteers unit
and 21 new unit had been involved in the survey.

House Swift nest survey was conducted in 7 Fire Service Department between July to Aug 2013.
Interviewed by the magazine “Eat and Travel Weekly” in July 2013.

Organized a swift watching activity in CUHK in Aug 2013. A total of 17 people took part.

A total of 14 cases related to swallow nest were handled from Jan to Sept 2013, 4 more than last
year. 9 cases related to Barn Swallow and 5 related to House Swift. 5 cases were referred to
AFCD. Thank you for the help of AFCD and volunteers of our Group.

This year is the 10™ anniversary of the Swallow Research Group. A special designed card was
presented to all volunteers as a compliment to their contribution. We also thank you Lam Pei for

the design of the card free of charge.

(f) White-bellied Sea Eagle Research Group - A study funded by ECF was commenced in Feb 2012 and

completed in Feb 2013. The survey recorded two new nesting sites and had a few observations on

WBSE's breeding ecology. As a result of the study, we have more understanding on their breeding

cycle, such as the nesting period, fledgling period and juvenile's parent dependent period. A few

conservation measures were also recommended in the Study.



(g) HKBWS Bird Ringing Group
o 1,375 birds were captured and released at Maipo during the season autumn 2012 to summer 2013.
Among these 1,375 birds, 255 were re-trapped while 1,120 were original.
® Totally 62 species were recorded and released in the season.
o Six Barn Swallows were ringed in Fung Yuen, June 2013 for a long term Barn Swallows
monitoring project, which organized by Tai Po Environmental Association.
o An indoor meeting about bird ringing was organized in September 2013, it aims to rise the public

awareness about ringing research.

Projects and Activities

1.
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Nature Conservation Management for Long Valley 2012-2015 co-organized by HKBWS and The
Conservancy Association, funded by ECF continues. The project is currently engaging 27 farmers and
managing about 12.5 ha of farmlands.

Fishpond Management Agreement Programme in Northwest New Territories —This project was funded by
ECF and was completed with satisfaction on 28 Feb 2013. The aim of the project is to increase the area of
feeding ground for waterbirds so that the ecological value of fishponds could be enhanced. A total of 138
fishermen, managing around 658 hectares of fishponds in the Northwest NT, have been engaged in this
project. Besides, an Eco-tour Guide Training Programme was organized. 23 eco-tour guides graduated in
this training and 11 Fishpond eco-tours has been organized and guided by them. Messages of fishpond
conservation were conveyed to more than 400 secondary students.

Two similar projects have been approved by ECF for the year 2013 to 2015, they are the “Fishpond
Conservation Scheme in Ramsar Site” and the “Hong Kong Got Fishponds - Eco-fishpond Management
Agreement Scheme”. A total of 149 fishermen, managing around 636 hectares of fishponds were engaged
in the projects. Other than the habitat management, public education is the highlight of these 2 projects.
Various types of activities such as eco-guide training, eco tours, education kiosk and exhibition will be
organized to arouse public awareness on the importance of ecological value of fishpond and conservation.
13" Inter-school Bird Race — continues to co-organise this programme with the HK Wetland Park during
Nov 12 to Jan 2013.

Two Elementary Bird Watching Classes for beginners were organized in Nov 2012 and Feb 2013. More
than 80 people attended the courses. Raptors Identification Workshop taught by Peter Chan was organized
in Dec 2012 & Feb 2013 for a total of 30 participants; Farmland Birds Identification Workshop taught by
Kwok Jai in Jan for 20 participants; Workshop on Forest Birds Identification taught by George Ho in April
for 15 participants.

HKBWS Leader Training Program commenced in Oct 2013 with 10 members enrolled.

A Waterbird Count Training Workshop was organized in Jan 2013. 17 people attended the workshop.

An Egretry Count Training Workshop was organized in Apr 2013. 17 people attended the workshop.
Charged talks and bird watching tours were provided to schools, NGOs and commercial parties on request.
Last year we have organized 18 bird watching tours. About 520 people were involved.

Several volunteers and staff attended overseas bird fair/event: Sandy Lai and Bonnie Chan attended the
Third Xishuangbanna - Swarovski Bird Fair held in January 2013 at Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical

Garden, Yunnan; Helen Fong, Bonnie Chan and Johnson Chung attended the First International Borneo
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Bird Race in June in Brunei and Sabah; Tang Mei-ling and Bonnie Chan attended the 2013 International

Hornbill Expedition in September in Malaysia.

Crested Bulbul Club :

® Organized an election of the working committee in Apr 2013. Mr. Bill Man has become the new
chairman and Mr Cheng Yiu Wan became the new Vice-chairman Mr Yau Hon Kwong is a new
member of the committee. Other members remain the same. Thank you Mr David Choi for his great
contribution to the Club in the past 4 years as the chairman.

® The Club has celebrated her 10™ Anniversary this year by organizing a dinner and publishing a special
edition to commemorate her fruitful 10 years.

® (o-organized with LCSD to hold an environmental education activity called the Hong Kong Park
Green Hunt. This was held in Hong Kong Park in Dec 2012 and involved 33 teams about 150 students
from 17 primary schools.

® Organized bird watching tours for visual handicapped students and mentally handicapped youngsters in
Inspiration Lake, Long Valley and Nam Sun Wai in Dec 2012 and Jan 2013 respectively.

® Morning bird watching tours once per week continued in Kowloon Park and Hong Kong Park.

® Continued to help to promote bird watching in Hong Kong Wetland Park every Saturday and Sunday
(service suspended from May to October).

® Managed 2 booths in the Flower, Bird, Insect and Fish Exhibition which took place in Fanling in late
December 2012. The theme of our booth is City Wildlife.

® Organized 2 guided tours for the Museum of Coastal Defense in March 2013.

® Organized free talk and bird watching tour for elderly centres from Dec 2012 to Mar 2013. A total of 6
centres and 140 elderlies joined the activities.

® Mr. TP Luk has provided training on bird identification to Crested Bulbul Club members

China and Overseas

1.

China Conservation Fund — Three projects were funded this year, including “Study of distribution and
population of Purple Swamphenin Dali, Yunnan”, “Survey and conservation work for Sauders' Gull in
Panjin” and “Bird Conservation- Art Programme 2013 for schools in Jiangsu”. The Scaly-sided
Merganser Fund supported the project “Monitoring of Wintering SSM and promotion of conservation in
Qijiang 2013-14".

China Coastal Waterbird Census was awarded the 1% runner-up of Ford Green Award in 2013, which
supports the expenses of the monthly surveys and a meeting for the coordinators of China Coastal
Waterbird Survey Team. The meeting was held in Nanjing in August, 2013. A technical report “China
Coastal Waterbird Census Report 1.2010 — 12.2011” will be published in November, 2013.

Ocean Park Conservation Foundation, Hong Kong funded the project “Study of the non-breeding
distribution of Spoon-billed Sandpiper Eurynorhynchus pygmeus in Southern China” was finished in July,
2013, two more sites with Spoon-billed Sandpiper were found in Leizhou, Guangdong Province and
Beihai, Guangxi Province during the study. An animation “Journey of Spoon-billed Sandpiper” was
produced with the support of Eric Hosking Charitable Trust. The production involved over 500 children
and helpers from 12 sites of 8 countries along its migratory route.

“Action for the Critically Endangered Chinese Crested Tern Project” was continued to be sponsored by

Japan Fund for Global Environment. A restoration programme was implemented with BirdLife



International, Xiangshan County Ocean & Fishery Bureau and Zhejiang Museum of Natural History and
Oregon State University this year. It successfully attracted over 2,600 individuals of Great Crested Tern
and 19 Chinese Crested Tern to breed on the project site. HKBWS attended the 2013 Cross Straits
symposium of Conservation of Tern at Mazu, Taiwan on 20" July, 2013.

5. HKBWS aided the monitoring of Rufous-backed Bunting in cooperation with Beijing Bird Watching
Society and BirdLife International. A study of breeding population of the bunting was carried out by
Beijing Bird Watching Society in 2013 which found four new distribution sites of this species. The second
round-table meeting will be held in Ulanhot, Inner Mongolia in November, 2013.

6. HKBWS participated in the 7th Meeting of Partners of East Asian - Australasian Flyway Partnership
(EAAFP), which were held in Alaska, USA in June 2013. Conservation activities and collaboration of
Spoon-billed Sandpiper, Black-faced Spoonbills, Shorebirds and their habitats of intertidal mudflat had
been discussed. There was also discussion of setting up a Black-faced Spoonbill Working Group in the
EAAFP. (Remarks: Inaugural meeting of the EAAFP Black-faced Spoonbill Working Group had been
held in mid-October. More announcement will be made later.)

7. HKBWS attended 2013 BirdLife International World Congress held in Ottawa, Canada in Jun, 2013.

Conservation
® The Hong Kong Headline Indicators for Biodiversity & Conservation — 2012 Report was published in
January 2013. This is the second report of this series to monitoring the progress of biodiversity

conservation in Hong Kong.

Publications

1. Join hands with Wan Li Book Co Ltd to publish a book named “Birding Map of Hong Kong”.

2. HKBWS Bulletin: Four issues (issue 226-229) were published in 2012-13.

3. Hong Kong Bird Report: HKBR 2011 published in March 2013 with the introduction of CD-Rom digital
copy of 3 publications.

4. Crested Bulbul Club continuously published her bulletin 3 times per year.
Hong Kong Wetland Birds — published a leaflet introduce more than 100 waterbirds for the general public.
The printing cost is sponsored by HK Traveler.com Ltd.

Staffing
1. Ms. Vivian Fu and Ms. Bonnie Chan have been promoted as Assistant Manager (China Programme) and

Senior Membership Officer respectively since Aug 2013.

2. After searching for almost one year, we finally recruited Ms Jocelyn Ho as our Senior Conservation started
from 2 Oct 2012.

3. As the fishpond projects have been extended for 2 more years, 2 Project Officers have been recruited. They
are Mr. Austin Ng and Ms. Walkman Wong.

4. Miss Tinky Li has resigned as our Administration Assistant in Apr 2013 and Ms Haley Yeung continues her

work at the same time.
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