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Membership & Society’s Affairs

L.

Birdlife International has confirmed the status of HKBWS from Partner Designate to Full Partner in
December 2013.

The latest number of HKBWS member stands at 1,929 (till 23 Oct 2014) compared to 1,921in 2013, 1,887
in 2012 and 1,677 in 2011 at the same time.

33 member’s outings (34 in 2013) were organized for 2014, with additional 9 by Crested Bulbul Club
targeted for both members and the public. There were 17 indoor meetings (13 in 2013) this year, including
non-bird topics of "HK Wildlife Series". Due to good responses, a few more non-bird talk will be
organized in future.

The "Hong Kong Bird Watching Day Cum Bird Race Fundraising Event" took place from 6™ to 7™ April
2014 and a total of 23 teams joined.

Member’s benefit: Minox & Steiner continued to offer member discount for 2014.

Bird Studies and Surveys

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

The Mai Po Inner Deep Bay Ramsar Site Waterbird Monitoring Programme continued to be supported by
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) contract (Jul 2013- Jun 2014 and Jul 2014 —
Jul 2015).
The bird monitoring programme in Long Valley continues under the Project ‘“Nature Conservation
Management for Long Valley 2012-2015” funded by Environment and Conservation Fund (ECF).
The International Black-faced Spoonbill Census 2014 was conducted and a total of 2,726 individuals were
recorded — a new peak for this species.
Bird survey was conducted in Fung Yuen since 2006 commissioned by Environmental Association which is
a part of their Management Agreement project.
Survey and Remove House Crow Nests in Hong Kong 2014, funded by AFCD was completed in August
2014.
Report of the HKBWS research groups:
(a) Egret Research Group —The group continued to survey breeding egrets. Their result showed that the
number of nests was 960 this year, compared to 758 last year.
b) Black-faced Spoonbill Research Group —
®  Colour-ringed BFS recording system was launched in March 2012. More than 523 re-sightings of
colour-ringed BFS had been collected.
®  Age structure survey was conducted in winter 2013-14 by AFCD contract.
o With the help of Shenzhen Bird Watching Society and volunteers from Macao, Coordination of
Black-faced Spoonbill Monitoring with reference to the Deep Bay area in 2013-14 winter was

conducted under AFCD contract.



(c) Tern Research Group — The group continued surveying breeding terns in Hong Kong.

During the 2014 breeding season, the Society carried out 16 weekly tern surveys around East and
South Hong Kong waters under a contract with AFCD. Around 1,000 breeding terns were

recorded.

(d) Kite Research Group —The monthly kite count is continued. Two breeding surveys were conducted in
Stonecutter Island on 30 Mar and 13 Apr 2014.

(e) Swallow Research Group — The group continued to survey Swallow Nest this year.

Media interview by Green Country, MetroPop, RTHK 2 and TV31, RTHK between Oct 2013 to
Aug 2014.

Annual training workshop of swallow nest survey was organized, 22 Apr 2014 for indoor briefing
but the outdoor practice was cancelled due to the weather. A total of 19 new volunteers join the
event.

Nest survey of 2014 was conducted between 1 May and 15 June. A total of 72 old volunteers unit
and 16 new unit (about 108 volunteers) had been involved in the survey. The results is still under
working.

House Swift nest survey was conducted in 7 Fire Service Department in July 2014.

Just like the previous years, a number of cases related to swallow nest were handled and referred
to related departments. Thank you for the help of AFCD, volunteers of our Group and
enthusiastic citizen for reporting and following these cases. We also thank the property
management and the household for their endurance. We would like to pay special thanks to the
following volunteers in the past year for their hardworking: Raymond CHENG, Pamela
CHEUNG, Tony CHU, Irene HO, Alan LAM, Lawman & LAU Yiu Kwan, Patrick LEE, Sin &
Sun, Packy LEE & Wah, Toby TANG, Wing TSUI & Lois PANG.

(f)  White-bellied Sea Eagle Research Group - The group kept followed the species' latest breeding status

in local territory in the last year. Although it was done without a systemic field survey, information

from various sources was collected from various sources. The local population appears to be in

similar healthy condition as previous year without much change on its distribution.
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HKBWS Bird Ringing Group

® 796 birds were captured and released at Maipo during the season autumn 2013 to summer 2014.

Among these 796 birds, 178 were re-trapped while 618 were original.

® Totally 56 species were recorded and released in the season.

Projects and Activities

1.

Nature Conservation Management for Long Valley 2012-2015 co-organized by HKBWS and The

Conservancy Association, funded by ECF continues. The project is currently engaging 28 farmers and

managing about 12.6 ha of farmlands.

“Fishpond Conservation Scheme in Ramsar Site 2013-2015” and the “Hong Kong Got Fishponds -

Eco-fishpond Management Agreement Scheme 2013-15" were funded by ECF. A total of 139 fishermen,

managing around 665 hectares of fishponds in the Northwest NT, have been engaged in this project. The

aim of the project is to increase the area of feeding ground for waterbirds so that the ecological value of

fishponds could be enhanced. Other than the habitat management, public education is the highlight of these

projects. Various types of activities such as eco-guide training, eco tours, education kiosk and exhibition



10.

11.

were organized, and souvenirs about birds and fishponds were produced to arouse public awareness on the

importance of ecological value of fishpond and conservation. A series of activities for the “New Territories

Fishpond Festival” will be held in December this year.

14™ Inter-school Bird Race — continues to co-organise this programme with the HK Wetland Park during

Nov to Dec 2014.

With the funding support by The University of Hong Kong Knowledge Exchange, HKU Department of

Computer Science and HKBWS jointly developed the cross-platform bird information mobile app

“HKcBirds: Common Birds of Hong Kong”. The app was made available on 11 April and a press

conference was arranged on the same day.

Two Elementary Bird Watching Classes for beginners were organized in Nov 2013 and Feb 2014. A total of

61 people attended the courses. Raptors Identification Workshop taught by Peter Chan was organized in

Dec 2013 for 15 participants; Forest Birds Identification Workshop in January for 15 participants; Farmland

Birds Identification Workshop in March for 17 participants; Waders Identification Workshop in April for

20 participants.

HKBWS Leader Training Program was in its final stage and the 10 leaders-to-be will finish their training by

the end of December 2014.

A Waterbird Count Training Workshop was organized in Feb 2014. 19 people attended the workshop.

An Egretry Count Training Workshop was organized in Apr 2014. 22 people attended the workshop.

Charged talks and bird watching tours were provided to schools, NGOs and commercial parties on request.

Last year we have organized 27 bird watching tours and 28 talks. About 635 and 1,085 people were

involved respectively.

Several volunteers and staff attended overseas bird fair/event: Ivan Tse, Walkman Wong and Bond Shum

attended the Second International Borneo Bird Race in September in Borneo; Peter Chan and Haley Yeung

attended the Taipei International Bird Fair in October.

Crested Bulbul Club :

® (o-organized with LCSD to hold an environmental education activity called the Hong Kong Park
Green Hunt. This was held in Hong Kong Park in Dec 2013 and involved 31 teams 148 students from
15 primary schools.

® Morning bird watching tours once per week continued in Kowloon Park and Hong Kong Park.

® Continued to help to promote bird watching in Hong Kong Wetland Park every Saturday and Sunday
(service suspended from May to September).

® Managed 2 booths in the Flower, Bird, Insect and Fish Exhibition which took place in Fanling in late
December 2013. The theme of our booth is fishpond conservation.

® The 8th bird guide training course will be conducted started from Mar 2015.

® Mr. TP Luk has provided training on bird identification to Crested Bulbul Club members

China and Overseas

1.

China Coastal Waterbird Census received a grant from Asian Waterbird Conservation Fund, together with
the donation collected from the Record 232 - HK Bird Watching Competition, which supported the
expenses of the monthly surveys of China Coastal Waterbird Census Team. This year, bird watchers from
Beihai from Guangxi and Xitou from Guangdong joined the team, adding up to a total of 13 regular

monitoring sites for the census.



2. “Action for the Critically Endangered Chinese Crested Tern Project” continued to be sponsored by Japan
Fund for Global Environment. The restoration programme was implemented with BirdLife International,
Xiangshan County Ocean & Fishery Bureau and Zhejiang Museum of Natural History and Oregon State
University for the second year. It successfully attracted at least 43 Chinese Crested Tern, in which at least
20 pairs to bred on the project site, with no less than 13 young CCT fledged. These records together added
up to the highest count of Chinese Crested Tern at a single site ever.

3.  HKBWS participated in the winter census of Spoon-billed Sandpiper organized by The Royal Society for
the Protection of Birds. Surveys were carried out between 16" and 21%, December, 2013 in Leizhou,
Guangdong and Beihai, Gaungxi, but no Spoon-billed Sadnpiper was recorded during the survey.

4. HKBWS coordinated and participated in the monitoring of Jankowski’s Bunting (also known as
Rufous-backed Bunting) in cooperation with Beijing Bird Watching Society and BirdLife International.
Two surveys of breeding population of the bunting was carried out together with Beijing Bird Watching
Society in 2014, in which ten new distribution sites of this species were found and a total of 147
Jankowski’s Bunting were recorded. Environmental education activities were carried out in two local
primary schools in Keerqin and Tumuji National Nature Reserve respectively during the “Bird Love
Week” in May, 2014, with the collaboration with Beijing Brooks Education Centre.

5. HKBWS got grant from Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund and established a new project “Capacity
building of local conservation groups in Guangdong and Guangxi provinces, China, to address illegal
shorebird trapping problem”. The project last for one and a half year.

6. HKBWS attended the 12™ Congress of China Ornithological Society (COS) held in Hangzhou, Zhejiang in
November, 2013. HKBWS aided the organization of round table meeting “Bird monitoring and
conservation by bird organization” during the congress. The memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
between BirdLife International and COS was signed in the opening ceremony.

7. East Asian — Australasian Flyway Partnership (EAAFP) has formed a Black-faced Spoonbill Working
Group in October 2013. The Working Group includes researchers and conservationists from North and
South Korea, China (including HK) and Japan. Yu Yat-tung was invited to be the coordinator, while Dr.
Lee Kisup from Waterbird Network Korea as the chairman of this Working Group.

8. HKBWS also attended the 26" International Ornithological Congress held in Tokyo, Japan in August,
2014. HKBWS aided in two round table discussions “landbird monitoring” and “seabird conservation”
during the congress. BirdLife International is now preparing to launch a regional programme — landbird
monitoring programme, to monitor trends of landbird species as many of them are suspected to have
declines of their numbers. HKBWS participated the preparation of the programme including field trials
conducted by birdwatchers in several sites in China, round-table discussion during International
Ornithological Congress held at Tokyo, Japan and side-event discussion during Conference of Parties of

Convention of Biological Diversity held at Pyeongchang, South Korea.

Conservation

1. The HKBWS participated in 4 Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan focus groups: Terrestrial Impact
Assessment, Terrestrial Habitat Management, Marine Habitat Management and Status and Trend Red List.

2. Construction at the Tai Po Market (March 2014), Tuen Mun (May 2014) and Mai Po Village (July 2014)

egretries were reported during the egret breeding season of 2014. HKBWS contacted relevant



government departments and contractors to request for construction works to be suspended as soon as
possible.

Guidelines on Construction at Egretries - A workshop was held on 7" August, 2014 with government
departments, contractors and major project proponents to share with them issues arising from construction
at egretries and the potential solutions to better address this issue. A discussion session was held to
gather input to be incorporated into the “Guidelines for Planning and Carrying out Construction Works at
Egretries”.

HKBWS reported three cases of mist nets to the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department in
January 2014. Mist nets were reported at Lantau (2) and Shek Kong (1), which were removed by the
AFCD.

HKBWS reported cases of illegal dumping at fishponds at Ma Tso Lung and San Tin in October 2013 and
August 2014 respectively. These cases are still open for investigation by the Planning Department.
HKBWS submitted 7 submissions under the Environmental Impact Assessment Ordinance, including
comments on Environmental Impact Assessment Reports and Project Profiles.

HKBWS submitted 44 submissions under the Town Planning Ordinance, including comments on planning
applications, draft outline zoning plans and draft development permission area plans since October 2013.
HKBWS attended 3 Town Planning Board hearings where representations were made regarding the Ma
Tso Lung & Hoo Hok Wai draft OZP, Hoi Ha, Pak Lap, So Lo Pun draft OZPs and Kwu Tung North &
Fanling North draft OZP.

HKBWS participated in public engagement activities for major development projects including Planning
and Yuen Long South housing sites investigation, Tung Chung New Town Development Extension and

Ex-Lamma Quarry Area at Sok Kwu Wan.

Publications

1.

2
3.
4

Join hands with Wan Li Book Co Ltd to publish a book named “Birding Map of Hong Kong”.
HKBWS Bulletin: Four issues (issue 230-233) were published in 2013-14.

Hong Kong Bird Report: HKBR 2012 published in April 2014.

Crested Bulbul Club continuously published her bulletin 3 times per year.

Staffing

1.

Mr. Chung Yun Tak was employed as our Education Officer since Sept 2014 to organize more programmes

on bird conservation.
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