The International Black-faced
Spoonbill Census: 6-8 January 2006

Yat-tung Yu and Chi-chun Wong

Organized by: Sponsored by:

DY 3 .
BirdLife Seica

The Hong Kong Bird BirdLife International Schmidt Marketing
Watching Society Asia Division (H.K.) Ltd.




The International Black-faced Spoonbill Census: 6-8 January 2006

Coordinator
Yat-tung Yu
Hong Kong Bird Watching Society

Data contributors

(Republic of Korea) Choi Chang-yong, Kang Chang-wan, Kim Eun-Mi, Kim Hyun-tae, Nam
Hyun-young; (Japan) Katuji Aki, Shiori Asai, Minoru Beppu, Masahiro Etoh, Youko Fujimoto, Reiko
Fukushima, Masahiko Gouda, Ryouko Gouda, Mazataka Hanada, Kouzou Hashimoto, Takuro Hattori,
Osamu Hayashi, Kenzaburou Inoue, Miwa Iwasaki, Hiromi Kashio, Kenko Kashio, Takaaki Kira,
Kimiko Kohno, Hiroshige Kubo, Hiroshi Kukita, Junichi Maeda, Kazuharu Matsumoto, Satoru
Matsumoto, Hiroshi Mitsunaga, Keiko Miyano, Yasuo Miyazaki, Noritaka Moriya, Kenjirou Nagano,
Syouko Nakahara, Tiaki Nakahara, Nakamoto-san, Hiroto Okabe, Tomoki Okida, Kamenobu Ooshiro,
Katsutoshi Sakaguchi, Satomi Sakaguchi, Satoru Sakurai, Shinjou-san, Ken-ichi Shiraishi, Shin-ichi
Tagawa, Kikuo Takahashi, Naoko Takayama, Mitsuko Takahashi, Kouji Takenaka, Makoto Tominaga,
Tsukasa Uemura, Kunihiko Watanabe, Yasuhiro Yamada, Hiroko Yamaguchi, Hiroshi Yamaguchi,
Kazunori Yamamoto, Masakuni Yamashiro, Fukiko Yoshida, Shin Yoshizato and Japan Black-faced
Spoonbill Network; (China mainland) Chen Zhihong, Tom Dahmer (Ecosystem Ltd., H.K.), Dong
Jiangtian, Fu Jie, Gan Xiaojing, Hao Xiaolin, Huang Hongtao, Huang Jinzhong, Jiang Hangdong, Lan
Tianyi, Li Shining, Liang Wei, Liao Xiaodong, Lin Qingxian, Lin Xiuyun, Lin Zhi, Liu Bofeng, Liu Hao,
Lu Gang, Luo Zhonghong, Ma Qiang, Ma Zhijun, Niu Dongliang, Qian Fawan, Su Wenba, Tian Suixing,
Wang Hui, Wang Lin, Wang Ximan, Wang Zhenghuan, Wu Shipu, Xing Dongyao, Xu Meng, Yang Jin,
Mr. Ye , Yu Haiyan, Yu Xi , Zeng Xianwu, Zhang Gaofeng, Zhang Guogang, Zhang Haibing, Zhang
Kanghua, Zhang Kejia, Zhang Lin, Zhao Yao, Zhong Hongying, Zhong Jianling, Fujian Bird Watching
Society, Fujian Wildlife and Wetland Resource Monitoring Centre, Shenzhen Bird Watching Society,
Xiamen Bird Watching Society; (Taiwan) Jin-zhu Cai, Huen-li Chang, Collin Chen, Jian-cheng Chen,
Show-hui Chen, Shu-chin Chen, Yueh-hua Chen, Chung-yi Chou, Yung-jun Chou, Shi-chin Chuang,
Li-rong Huang, Li-yi Huang, Shiuh-maw Hwang, Lan-chen Kuo, Tung-huei Kuo, He-jau Lai,
Cheng-shyan Lee, Ming-hwa Lee, Cheng-ming Li, Horng-shyuan Li, Yu-Jen Li, I-hus Lin, Yun-tsyr Su,
Tzu-yao Tai, Kuo-hsing Wang, Yu-hsin Wang, Yu-xiu Wang, Mon-su Wu, Ta-ming Wu, Chii-jong Yang,
Xiu-luan Yang, Black-faced Spoonbill Conservation Association, Wild Bird Federation Taiwan office,
Wild Bird Society of Ilan, Wild Bird Society of Kimmen, Wild Bird Society of Tainan; (Hong Kong) John
Allcock, Fion K.W. Cheung, H.F. Cheung, Janice Cheung, Cheung Mok Jose Alberto, Owen Cheung,
Forrest KW. Fong, Billy C.H. Hau, Tony T.H. Hung, Vivian Y.Y. Lam, Paul Leader, Katherine Leung,
W.K. Leung, Yamme Leung, Mike Leven, Bena Smith, Sung Yik Hei, Tam Yip Shing, Yeung Lee Ki,
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department, Asia Ecological Consultants Ltd., WWF Hong
Kong; (Macao) Leung Va and Silvia Choi; (The Philippines) Mike Lu, Wild Bird Club of the Philippines;



(Vietnam) Peter Bijilmakers, Stephan Doppage, Ha Quy Quynh, Le Manh Hung, Nguyen Duc Tu,

Andrew (Jack) Tordoff, Tran Thi Binh, BirdLife International Indochina Programme.

Copyright
The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society Limited. All rights reserved.

The publisher hereby gives permission to teachers, students, educational institutions, research
institutions, conservation organizations and the media to make use of short extracts of the text and also
charts in this publication for non-commercial educational, scientific and conservation purpose, provided
always that due acknowledgement is given and that a copy of the work containing such extracts and

charts is sent to the publisher for record.

Published by
The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society Limited
(Approved Charitable Institution of a Public Character)
BirdLife International Affiliate

Available from
The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society Limited
HKBWS Office: Room 1612, Beverley Commercial Building, 87-105 Chatham Road
Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon, Hong Kong
Postal address: G.P.O. Box 12460, Hong Kong
Tel: (852) 2377 4387  Fax: (852) 2314 3687
E-mail: hkbws@hkbws.org.hk ~ Website: www.hkbws.org.hk

Recommended citation
Yu, Y.T. and Wong, C.C. 2006. International Black-faced Spoonbill Census: 6-8 January 2006.

The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society. Hong Kong.

Cover photo and photo below: Black-faced Spoonbill Platalea minor at Mai Po, Hong Kong
(Photo by: Yat-tung Yu)



The International Black-faced Spoonbill Census
6-8 January 2006

Y.T. Yu

The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society Ltd.
(Approved Charitable Institute of a Public Character)

TABLE OF CONTENTS
[English report]
ADSETACE. ...ttt et e b et re b e e aa e neenneenes 2
INEFOAUCHON ...ttt et be b e e aeeae e 2
IMEEROM. ... .ottt ettt et ettt e eeaa e be s e eaeeteenes 3
Results and discussion
OVETVIEW ..ttt ettt et et e et e s ate e bt e ssaeebeessbeesbeessbeenseesssaesseassseensaessseenseanns 3
I T 2= o SRS 4
Pearl River EStUAr ........ccccoiiiiiiiiiiccciccc e 4
China Mainland and Hainan Island.............ccccocoeiiiiiiiieieciceeceeeeeee 5
Red River Delta, VICTNAII .....ooiieeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee et eaeee e 5
JAPATL s 6
Republic Of KOTa......c.ovveuiriiiiiriiiiieiciriciteeicteeeteree et 6
Thailand.......c.ocvioieieeeeee ettt et eae s 6
The PRILIPPINES. ....ooveuiviiiiiiiiiciciiceicteec ettt 6
CONCIUSION ...ttt ettt ettt e e te e teebeeaaesse e beessesssenseesseeseenseenes 7
Acknowledgements ..............cccciiiiiiiii s 15
REFEIEINCES ...ttt ettt et e a e s teeae e b e taenseesaesseenseas 16

Map 1. Locations of wintering Black-faced Spoonbills, winter 2005-06. ...................... 19

Tablel Number of Black-faced Spoonbill in different locations of East Asia,
WINEET 2005700 ...t e e e e e e e e e e e s sssaaaeeeeeeeeens 21

Table2  Site visited but no Black-faced Spoonbills seen during or near the census



Table 3
Table 4
Table 5
Table 6
Table 7
Table 8
Table 9
Figure 1
Figure 2

Figure 3

Numbers of Black-faced Spoonbills in Taiwan during the international
COTISUSES. ...euvnitinitcsietct ettt s e st a et s s et se et a e b en e ns s 26
Numbers of Black-faced Spoonbills in the Pearl River Estuary during the
international CENSUSES...........ccccoviviiiiiiiiiiiiii s 27
Numbers of Black-faced Spoonbills in China Mainland and Hainan
Island during the international censuses ............ccccocoooiviiiiiiiiiiininne 27
Numbers of Black-faced Spoonbills in the Red River Delta, Vietnam
during the international censSuSes .............ccccvuiiiiiiiiiiiiiie 27
Numbers of Black-faced Spoonbills in Japan during the international
CRTISUSES. ...uovuitenitcsietcee st s st s et s et s st s st s s et a e a e s b s e ne s 28
Numbers of Black-faced Spoonbills in Jeju Island, Republic of Korea
during the international censuses ..............cccoeiiiiiniiiiiiii 28
Numbers and percentage increase of total number of Black-faced

Spoonbills during the international censuses............c.ccccccovviiicnniininnnen. 28

Known wintering Black-faced Spoonbill population from winter 1989-90
£0 2005-00 ..o 30
Percentages of Black-faced Spoonbills in different wintering areas during
the 2006 international censuUs............cccccoeciiiiiiiiiiiiie 30
Trends of known Black-faced Spoonbills in the world and in three
important congregation sites: Tainan of Taiwan, Deep Bay of Hong Kong,

Red River Delta of Vietnam from the international censuses. ..................... 31

Appendix1 Counts of Black-faced Spoonbills in Hong Kong during the

International Black-faced Spoonbill Census 2006 ..........cccccvveuevruruenenee. 33



Kigse %‘rﬂrd /jﬂ? :
2006 & 1 E| 6 = 8 !

£ IR

I &%
FI
B RSP 9
EJ]FE, ................................................................................................................................ 9
T d ettt et et e et e et e et e e e et eeae e et esateeeatesaesareeaneas 9
1‘?%\[ 73’I:T]‘Tu
FEEE et ettt ettt et e ere et et et et et e eteereereenteneenrenten 10
,F/ I ettt 10
R T T e e 11
FITES A YR TR F v 11
@‘H&ﬁiiﬁ‘[ ettt et et e e et e et ee e e ee—e e ettt e eaaa e e e aaeeatee e e taeearteeearaeeenreteeraeeenen 11
L TR 12
HIELERL .ottt e e et e et e e e e e ea e e et eabeeat et e et e eat e et et e eatesaeeneesntenneens 12
Ef LT 12
;‘[a"iﬁ BT ettt et ettt et e et e ettt eae et et et e nneans 12
AT ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt et ae st et et et ene s ettt an st et eaeaens 12
DB ettt ettt et et ae ettt e b e b et e ebeebeeaeereeneensensanes 15
B T T ] ettt ettt ettt et e ert et et e et et et e eaeereereent et et erenan 16

A1 2005-06 5 & pluin S EIEIRFEREAIRL o 21
* 2 EEN L g\ﬁf [JF“'%%%@* R E R FEE VI s 25
# 3 *qf‘nilj o AR T [ﬁ%@ﬁligqspwﬁﬁg\fgl ............................................... 26
* 4 ] ﬂfdw—g[@ FF&FJG& VA | VAR Y EVIBTERERIE (oo 27
* 5 e AT R G e Y SR et L 27



frfés 1

= ﬂﬁw%gﬁﬁfjﬁﬂ AT [ VA ORI TERERNE (o 27
2 SR S d;é&rgp YEVIRTERETED oo 28
= ﬁﬂjﬁf[gﬁﬁj M BB A ] L S PO BV TERERITED oo 28
= ﬂﬁjwf[ AR R ARB F 5T PR 28
1989-90 = 2005-06 F ¥ 5 “UAIAYEVIRFERERIE oo 30
2006 = Sl ¥ FIRIERTERE T IR éf%gm S 30
L fl ;@gu IEVRTERELCR ) T e = W R R E R (79 17

Jakia uﬁ%pm: RTINS T = O 31

2006 & BT FMFIA T TR I o 33



The International Black-faced Spoonbill Census,
6 — 8 January 2006

Flier=it = SHple 16‘ 2006 &F 1 £/ 6 = 8 !

English Report

i
R

Organized by: Sponsored by:
DY 4 :
s . ewca

BirdL ife Seica
* INTERNATIONAL
The Hong Kong Bird BirdLife International Schmidt Marketing

Watching Society Asia Division (H.K.) Ltd.



The International Black-faced Spoonbill Census,
6-8 January 2006

Y.T. Yu and C.C. Wong

The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society Ltd

Abstract

The annual International Black-faced Spoonbill Census was conducted during
the period of 6-8 January, 2006. A total of 1,679 Black-faced Spoonbills were counted
during the census which has a 14% increase from the figure of 1,475 birds in 2005
census. Taiwan and Hong Kong still hold the two largest wintering flocks of this
species. A total of 70% of the known wintering population were counted in these two
areas. This known wintering Black-faced Spoonbill population is increasing in
numbers since the commencement of this census, except slightly declines in winter
1996-97 and 1998-99, indicating that this species is continuing to recover from the

previously known low numbers.
Introduction

Black-faced Spoonbill Platalea minor inhabits to coastal areas on the east fringe of
Asia (Hancock et al. 1992, del Hoyo et al. 1992, Yu and Swennen 2004). Its world
known population was small and only a few hundreds were present in 1990s
(Kennerley 1990, Dahmer and Felley 2000). Therefore, it was listed as globally
endangered species (Collar et al. 1994, Baillie and Groombridge 1996, BirdLife
International 2000) and then more attention was paid to the conservation of this
species. Its population rose to over 1,000 individuals in January 2003 (Yu 2003),
reached to over 1,200 birds in 2004 (Yu 2004), and even higher to over 1,400
individuals in 2005 (Yu 2005). However, large proportion of this population
concentrates in only a few places during winter, thus increase the chance that
susceptible to some threats such as habitat degradation and destruction, and avian

disease.

The wintering population of the Black-faced Spoonbills has been assessed by
this international census annually since 1993. This census was also listed as high

priority recommendation by Severinghaus et al. (1995) and proved to be an effective



and practical means to provide annual and comparable information on the
population and distribution of wintering Black-faced Spoonbills. The Hong Kong
Bird Watching Society, an affiliate of BirdLife International, started coordinated the

international census from 2003 onwards.

Method

In winter 2005-06, the census period was chosen as 6-8 January 2006. Census
dates have always be chosen in mid-winter because the spoonbills seem to be stable
in this period. Map 1 shows the area covered by the census and also sites with
wintering spoonbills in this winter. Surveys were carried out in areas where
Black-faced Spoonbills had been reported before and habitats are suitable to the
spoonbills. Guidelines were sent to surveyors before the census as technical basis.
Field counts were done in a synchronized manner, making use of binoculars and
telescopes. Some other counts in the mid-winter period are also presented in this

report.

Counting of the spoonbills relies on voluntary efforts from counters including
experienced bird watchers, researchers and ornithologists. The census results in
Fujian, Hainan, Hong Kong, Japan, Macao, Taiwan and Vietnam are summarized by
coordinators in the respective regions. The counts in South Korea and some part of
China mainland coast and the Philippines were carried out by individuals sending in

separate reports.

Some sites in close proximity, such as Mai Po in Hong Kong, Futian in Shenzhen
and Taipa in Macao, all are in the Pearl River Estuary in southern China. Spoonbills
can fly between these sites within a day. Hence, counts in these sites were conducted

in synchronization.

Results and discussion

Overview

The 2006 census gave a total figure of 1,679 Black-faced Spoonbills that is a new
high number of the species (Table 1). It increased 14% from a figure of 1,475 birds in
previous census and the increasing rate is lower than the one in previous year but
similar to 2004 (2005:22%, 2004:13%, Table 9). This is the seventh consecutive year
with increasing the numbers and there were only two drops of numbers in winter
1996-97 and 1998-99 (Figure 1).



In addition, ten Black-faced Spoonbills were recorded outside the census period,
indicating that the actual number of the wintering Black-faced Spoonbills could be
higher. The increase of the number is contributed mainly by more spoonbills present
in the two largest wintering congregation sites: Tainan area, Taiwan and Pearl River
Delta, Hong Kong, Macao and Shenzhen. There were increases of 69 and 47
individuals in these areas. The numbers in China mainland also have an increase of
19 birds.

All participants surveyed a total of 59 sites, of which spoonbills were found in
40 sites (Table 1 and 2). This total number is fewer than the previous census (winter
2004-05: 61 sites, winter 2003-04: 54 sites). It seems not influence the total number of
wintering spoonbills because all major sites of wintering spoonbills were covered in
this census. More discussion of the numbers and trends of wintering Black-faced

Spoonbills in different places are made below.

Taiwan

A total of 826 Black-faced Spoonbills, constituting 49% of the known world
population, were recorded in Taiwan during the census period (Table 1, Figure 2).
This figure is a new high number in this area and it has a 9% increase from the figure
of 757 birds in previous census (Table 3). The Chiku-Tsengwen Estuary area and
Sitsao of Tainan city hold 556 and 259 birds respectively and very few individuals
(no more than five birds) were recorded at other three localities, namely Pa-chang

Estuary of Tainan, Ilan and Kimmen (Table 1).

Pearl River Estuary (including Deep Bay in Hong Kong and Shenzhen, Taipa in
Macao)

Count of spoonbills in this area was conducted in a synchronous manner and
three counts were scheduled at 1500h, 1600h and 1700h in both sides of Deep Bay (i.e.
Hong Kong and Shenzhen) and Taipa on each counting day. A total of 397
Black-faced Spoonbills were counted in this area, of which 346 and 51 spoonbills
were counted at Deep Bay and Taipa respectively and these figures also represent
21% and 3% of the known world population (Table 1, Table 4, Figure 3). The total
number in the Pearl River Estuary area has a 13% increase from a total of 311
individuals in the previous year. Numbers in Deep Bay and Taipa are the new high

counts in this census which have an increase of 11% and 30% from the 2005 census.

This census had a good coverage in Deep Bay area of both Hong Kong and



Shenzhen. It included the Mai Po Inner Deep Bay Ramsar Site, Lok Ma Chau
fishponds, tidal area of ‘Outer” Deep Bay (i.e. Lau Fau Shan to Nim Wan), the Hong
Kong Wetland Park at Tin Shui Wai and the Futian National Nature Reserve,
Shenzhen. In winter 2005-06, the maximum count of the Black-faced Spoonbills was
reported as 340 individuals at Mai Po in late December (John Allcock pers.com.) and
that high number is highly similar to the total count of 346 Black-faced Spoonbills in
Deep Bay during the census. Again, it indicates that synchronized counts are an

effective mean to count the wintering spoonbills in this area.

The total of 51 Black-faced Spoonbills counted at Macao is a new high count of
this site during the census (Table 4). However, degradation and destruction of
coastal habitat from reclamations are still the main threats to this site. More concerns

and efforts are needed to safeguard this important site.

China Mainland and Hainan Island

A total of 206 Black-faced Spoonbills were counted along the coast of China
mainland and Hainan (Table 5) and this figure composed 12% of the known world
population of this census (Figure 2). This is the new high number in this area and it

has a 10% increase of the figure of 187 birds recorded in previous census.

Three important sites for the wintering Black-faced Spoonbills along the China
mainland coast were discovered in previous censuses and these sites still held good
numbers in the 2006 census. These sites are Dongfeng, Hainan (75 birds, constituting
4.5% of the known world population); Haifeng, Guangdong (56 birds, constituting
3.3% of the known world population); Xinhua Bay, Fujian (total 50 birds (31 birds at
Fugian and 19 birds at Putian), constituting 3.0% of the known world population).
Besides, smaller numbers of the Black-faced Spoonbills were also counted in several
places including Chongming Dongtan, Shanghai; Xiapu, Fujian; Dongzhaigong

National Nature Reserve and Lingao of Hainan during the census period (Table 1).

The well-known Yencheng National Nature Reserve in Jiangsu province was
still not covered during the census period, although five birds were present in
January 2006. The coast of China mainland is very long and many areas are still
largely under-surveyed. Hence, the actual wintering population in China mainland

could be higher than this presented figure.

Red River Delta, Vietnam

A total of 74 birds were counted at Xuan Thuy Nation Park during this census.



This figure is the second highest count in this area which is only one bird less than
the historical high count recorded at winter 1995-96 (Table 1 and 6). This census was
conducted in the time of high tide and so this count was representative. The numbers
in this site increased gradually in recent years that would be related to the blooming
of the whole global population. Surveys also took place at other places including

Thai Binh estuary and Ha Nam Island (Table 2) but no spoonbills were seen.

These seventy-four wintering Black-faced Spoonbills constituted 4.4% of the
known world population. Xuan Thuy National Park was previously the third largest
winter congregation site of this species. However, condition of the park becomes less
favourable in recent year due to habitat degradation (Yu and Swennen 2001). In this
census, Dongfeng of Hainan, China (see above) replaces Xuan Thuy to become the

third largest wintering site of this species, where a flock of 75 birds were counted.

Japan

During this census, a total of 155 Black-faced Spoonbills were counted from
western Japan and Nansei-shoto Islands. This number is very similar to the figures of
last two previous years (i.e. 2004: 149 birds, 2005: 150 birds), representing that the
wintering population in Japan is relatively stable (Table 7). The largest flock was 24
birds at Imazu tidal flat, Fukuoka Prefecture, Kyushu Island and some other smaller

flocks scattered in other sites (Table 1).

Republic of Korea

Twenty-one Black-faced Spoonbills were recorded at Jeju Island in this census
and the number is same as the previous census. It indicates the number of
Black-faced Spoonbills in Jeju Island is fairly stable. The number of Black-faced
Spoonbill recorded in Jeju Island is a range of 14 to 29 birds (Table 8).

[Thailand
There is no report of any individuals from Thailand this winter. One or two
birds, usually immature individuals, were found in the Gulf of Thailand in previous

two censuses.]

The Philippines

One bird was recorded at Batanes island in December 2005 but none was report
during the census period. Single Black-faced Spoonbills were recorded in the
Philippines in previous three winters, indicating that this species may occur in a

regular basis. Also, these recent records would be related to the overall increase of



the global population.

Conclusion

The number of the Black-faced Spoonbill is increasing steadily in recent years.
The known wintering population goes over 1,600 individuals in this census and the
average percentage increase of the total known population is about 15% (Table 9).
Such increasing rate helps this species to recover from the very low numbers in early
1990s and this trend is very encouraging for saving this globally endangered species

from the risk of extinction.

Ten sites are identified as important sites to this species where at least 1% (i.e. 17
individuals) of the known wintering populations of the Black-faced Spoonbills could

be found. These sites are:

Tsengwen Estuary area including Chiku and Sitsao, Tainan - 815 birds (48.5%),
Deep Bay, Hong Kong and Shenzhen - 346 birds (21%),

Beili Bay, Dongfang, Hainan - 75 birds (4%),

Xuan Thuy National Park, Red River Delta - 74 birds (4%),

Haifeng, Guangdong - 56 birds (3%),

Taipa, Macao - 51 birds (3%),

Xinhua Bay, Fuqgian and Putian, Fujian - 50 birds (3%),

Imazu-Higata, Fukuoka - 24 birds (1%),

Seongsanpo and Hado-ri fishponds, Jeju Island - 21 birds (1%) and

Manose River Estuary, Kagoshima - 19 birds (1%).

Large proportion of the wintering Black-faced Spoonbills still depends on the
traditional sites in Taiwan and Hong Kong. Hence, this species is still susceptible to
threats such as habitat degradation and destruction, and any bird disease. Many
baseline information of this species in wintering grounds have been collected and
gathered through this annual census, but the situation in breeding ground is still

little known and it is also important for the conservation of this species.
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Map 1. Locations of wintering Black-faced Spoonbills, winter 2005-06. 1) Fukuoka,

Japan; 2) Saga, Japan; 3) Kumamoto, Japan; 4) Kagoshima, Japan; 5) Miyazaki, Japan;
6) Nansei-shoto Islands, Japan; 7) Jeju Island, Republic of Korea; 8) Yenchang,
Jiangsu; 9) Chongming Dongtian, Shanghai; 10) Xiapu, Fujian; 11) Xinhua Bay,
Fuqing and Putian, Fujian 12) Xiamen, Fujian; 13) Ilan, Taiwan; 14) Chi-ku and
Pa-chang Estuary, Taiwan; 15) Szu-tsao, Taiwan; 16) Kimmen, Taiwan; 17) Haifeng,
Guangdong; 18) Deep Bay, Hong Kong and Shenzhen, 19) Taipa, Macao; 20)
Dongzhaigong, Hainan; 21) Lingao, Hainan; 22) Dongfang, Hainan; 23) Xuan Thuy,
Red River Delta, Vietnam; 24) Batanes Islands, the Philippines;

BIlg 1. 2006 # FURTERE = SRR A SR T) BUAERIRG 2) IR R 3) FTA
N 4) FIR AL 5) FI A 6) 1 IR 7) BASAIIEL; 8) 1 RS,
9) ASEPHRIE 10) fEE R 11) R AT 12) R R 18) 7l 14)
FiM BT BAET 1 15) § I 16) ¢ N 17) IS 18) M
W, 19) WIFIZEEG 20) ph ok 20) VI THERTy; 22) Y Y 23) EETIFL 131
24) 3]5@;1 % Batanes Islands;



The International Black-faced Spoonbill Census,
6 — 8 January 2006

Rt = SHpld 16‘ 2006 F 1 £/ 6 = 8 !

Tables

e

Organized by: Sponsored by:
DY § :
C - ewa
BirdL ife feica
INTERNATIONAL
The Hong Kong Bird BirdLife International Schmidt Marketing

Watching Society Asia Division (H.K.) Ltd.



Table 1. Number of Black-faced Spoonbills in different locations of East Asia, winter

2005-2006. Numbers in parenthesis are extra birds counted outside the census period.
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Table 2. Site visited but no Black-faced Spoonbills seen during or near the census

period.
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Japan Kyushu: Kumamoto Pref., Kikuchi 8 Jan Hiroshi Mitsunaga and
Fi River estuary 1581 Kenjirou Nagano via

T B AR SR

Yasuhiro Yamada and




Table 3. Numbers of Black-faced Spoonbills in Taiwan during the international

Japan BFS Network
IR
e
Japan Kyushu Kumamoto Pref., Ezu lake Shin-ichi Tagawa, Satomi
FI TN, =88 T 7Fﬁ Sakaguchi, Katsutoshi
8 Jan Sakaguchi via Yasuhiro
1718 K{arxdi and Japan BFS
etwor
HF 5 02 EE R et
Ae
Japan Kyushu: Kumamoto Pref., Kuma Shiori Asai, Masahiro
FI4 River estuary Etoh via Yasuhiro
THNE AR SVEAR 8Jan Yamada and Japan BFS
1% 8F! Network
[[F 1% 0% 1 BRTERE
Ae
Japan Nansei-shoto Islands: Okinawa Pref., Kouzou Hashimoto, Mr.
FI4 Manko Nakamoto via Yasuhiro
PPk EERY ¢ GRS ?é,dﬁ 7 Jan Yamada and Japan BFS
1E]7F! Network
HF IS 02 EE R ety
Ae
Vietnam Red River Delta, Thai Binh Estuary 7Jan Andrew Tordoff, Peter
| RAFF ST 1F7 [0 Bijilmakers, Tran Thi Binh
(via Nguyen Duc Tu)
Vietnam Ha Nam Island, Yen Hung District, 7Jan Stephan Doppage and Ha
T Quang Ninh Province 15 7 i Quy Quynh (via Nguyen
?ﬁ%ﬁ S Plﬁﬁij,ﬁﬂ, Duc Tu)

censuses.

% 3. =IF [:[ g\ﬁF El rj [ﬁ%@sfgﬂ Jf:[qpp_rm E‘ El
Year 89-90 93-94 94-95 95-96 Jan 98 Jan 99
Total 150 206 286 300 363 380
Year Jan 00 Jan 01 Jan 02 Jan 03 Jan 04 Jan 05 Jan 06
Total 380 427 582 580* 757 826

* This number also included 18 injured and sick individuals from the outbreak of avian botulism.




Table 4. Numbers of Black-faced Spoonbills in the Pearl River Estuary during the

international censuses.
Ho 4 2 IR IR I S O R TR

Year 89-90 93-94 94-95 95-96 Jan 97 Jan 98 Jan 99
Mai Po 50 70 78 99 69 88 96
Futian nc nc nc nc 32 58 nc
Taipa 6 12 8 10 13 9 12

Total 56 82 86 109 114 155 108

Year Jan 00 Jan 01 Jan 02 Jan 03 Jan 04 Jan 05 Jan 06
Mai Po 90 135 136 179 238 272 296
Futian nc 42* 3 24 5 39 50
Taipa 6 36 37 46 50 39 51
Total 96 171* 176 249 293 350 397

nc = no count, *Forty-two birds in Futian was not included in the total number because

counts in Mai Po and Futian were not taken simultaneously.

Table 5. Numbers of Black-faced Spoonbills in China Mainland (exclude Futian,

Shenzhen) and Hainan Island during the international censuses.

= SRR AR s T Y L SR Y T R U

Year 89-90 93-94 94-95 95-96 Jan 97 Jan 98 Jan 99
Total 15 22 21 21 58 5 3

Year Jan 00 Jan 01 Jan 02 Jan 03 Jan 04 Jan 05 Jan 06
Total 9 72 24 17 91 187 206

Table 6. Numbers of Black-faced Spoonbills in Red River Delta, Vietnam during the

international censuses.
?Q 6. =R [:[ JHE g\ﬁ}: Ef rjt{}q:r‘h ?Fl: 1A 1H IJfr[qppi—E’ g El

Year 89-90 93-94 94-95 95-96 Jan 97 Jan 98 Jan 99
Total 62 25 23 75 nc 59 34*
Year Jan 00 Jan 01 Jan 02 Jan 03 Jan 04 Jan 05 Jan 06

Total 46* 47 54* 65* 15 56 74




nc = no count, * Surveys also included Thai Binh and other places in the Delta.

Table 7. Numbers of Black-faced Spoonbills in Japan during the international censuses.
Fe 7. 2 SRFF VIR o SRR O R R TERE R

Year 89-90 93-94 94-95 95-96 Jan 97 Jan 98 Jan 99
Total 5 16 14 31 28 75 60

Year Jan 00 Jan 01 Jan 02 Jan 03 Jan 04 Jan 05 Jan 06
Total 99 87 107 128 149 103 (47) 155

Number in parenthesis is the birds recorded outside but closed the census period.

Table 8. Numbers of Black-faced Spoonbills in Jeju Island, Republic of Korea during

the international censuses.

Fe 8 2 AP A AR ISR R SR PO RV TR R R
Year 89-90 93-94 94-95 95-96 Jan 97 Jan 98 Jan 99
Total 6 nc nc 15 16 25 14
Year Jan 00 Jan 01 Jan 02 Jan 03 Jan 04 Jan 05 Jan 06
Total 20 21 29 22 23 21 21

nc = no count

Table 9. Numbers and percentage increase of total number of Black-faced Spoonbills

during the international censuses.

H00 2 IR R TERERE T T I
Year 89-90 93-94 94-95 95-96 Jan 97 Jan 98 Jan 99 Jan 00
Total 294 351 430 551 535 613 586 660
% increase - 194 22.5 28.1 -2.9 14.6 -4.4 12.6
Year Jan 01 Jan 02 Jan 03 Jan 04 Jan 05 Jan 06
Total 828 969 1069 1206 1475 1679
% increase 255 17.0 10.3 12.8 22.3 13.8 Mean (SD): 14.7 (9.8)
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Figure 1 Known wintering Black-faced Spoonbill populations from winter 1989-90
to 2005-06.
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Figure 2. Percentages of Black-faced Spoonbills in different wintering areas during the 2006
international census.
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Figure 3. Trends of known

important congregation sites:

Black-faced Spoonbills in the world and in three
Tainan of Taiwan, Deep Bay of Hong Kong and

Shenzhen, Red River Delta of Vietham from the international censuses. Numbers

were based on a review by Kennerley (1990) and table 3,4 and 6.
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Appendix

Appendix 1. Counts in Deep Bay, Hong Kong and Shenzhen during the
International Black-faced Spoonbill Census 2006. NC - no count. Counts with
asterisk are not included in the total counts due to involving flying birds.

a) Counts on 6 January 2006

Place/Time 1500h 1600h 1700h
Mai Po Nature Reserve

and boardwalk 195 127 103
Woo Sang Wai 0 0 0
Lok Ma Chau 38 155 141
Nam Sang Wai 22 22 NC
Tsim Bei Tsui area,

including environs of 2 0 29
Wetland Park

‘Outer’” Deep Bay 5 0 0
Futian 20 11 8
Total 282 315 281
b) Counts on 7 January 2006

Place/Time 1500h 1600h 1700h
Mai Po Nature Reserve

and boardwalk 207 202 227
Woo Sang Wai 0 0 4
Lok Ma Chau 14 32 36
Nam Sang Wai 4 10 2
Tsim Bei Tsui area,

including environs of 71 65 30
Wetland Park

‘Outer’” Deep Bay 0 0 0
Futian 50 77* 94*
Total 346 309 299
¢) Counts on 8 January 2006

Place/Time 1500h 1600h 1700h
Mai Po Nature Reserve

and boardwalk 100 172 228
Woo Sang Wai 2 0 0
Lok Ma Chau 102 91 82
Nam Sang Wai 2 0 1
Tsim Bei Tsui area,

including environs of 30 3 6
Wetland Park

‘Outer” Deep Bay* 0 0 0
Futian 38 30 24
Total 274 296 341
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