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The International Black-faced Spoonbill Census 2010
Yat-tung Yu

Black-faced Spoonbill Research Group
Hong Kong Bird Watching Society

Abstract

The annual International Black-faced Spoonbill Census was conducted on 8-10
January 2010. This is an important initiative to gather comparable figures for
assessing the health of the wintering population and distribution range of the
Black-faced Spoonbill on an annual basis. This census recorded a total of 2,347
Black-faced Spoonbills, scoring a new height for the population of this species. This
record peak count also represents an increase of 15% from the last year’s figure.
Same as previous censuses, Tsengwen River estuary of Tainan as well as Deep Bay
between Hong Kong and Shenzhen are the two biggest wintering sites of the
Black-faced Spoonbill. A total of 95 Black-faced Spoonbills were also observed at
Xinhua Bay, Fujian, which has now evolved into another important wintering site

of this globally endangered species.
Introduction

Black-faced Spoonbill Platalea minor is listed as a globally endangered species
due to its small known population and restricted range (Collar ef al. 1994, BirdLife
International 2000, 2004, 2010). This species inhabits along the coastal areas on the
eastern fringe of Asia (Hancock et al. 1992, del Hoyo et al. 1992, Yu and Swennen
2004). In early 1990s, this species began to draw the attention of conservationists as
fewer than 300 individuals were left at a few sites in the East Asian region
(Kennerley 1990). Subsequently, this annual census was inaugurated in 1993 with a
view to assessing the wintering population of the Black-faced Spoonbills. Since then,
the wintering population was found to be recovering through natural population
expansion and conservation efforts in some of the sites. Numbers thereafter
exceeded 1,000 individuals in 2003 (Yu 2003) and soared further to over 2,000 in
both 2008 and 2009 (Yu 2009).

This census was regarded as one of high priority by Severinghaus et al. (1995)

because it proved to be an effective means for gathering annual figures on the
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population and distribution of wintering Black-faced Spoonbills through
international cooperation. The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society, an affiliate of
BirdLife International, began to spearhead this census since 2003 onwards. This

report aims to present results of the censuses conducted in January 2010.

Method

Previous censuses were unanimously held in mid-winter as the wintering
populations of spoonbills seemed to be stable at around this time of the year. In
addition, the exact dates for the censuses usually coincide with dates of high tides
in Red River Delta in Vietnam and Deep Bay between Hong Kong and Shenzhen
because high tide facilitates the counting in these sites. As for the 2010 census, the
census period was scheduled in 8-10 January. Geographical area covered by this
census is shown in map 1. Guildlines were sent to surveyors in advance of the
census as the technical basis. Most of field counts were done within the census
period but, for some sites which are in close proximity such as Mai Po and Futian in
the Deep Bay area where the spoonbills can fly between these sites within an hour,
counts were conducted in the two sites simultaneously. All counts in the census

were made with binoculars and telescopes.

Counting of spoonbills is attributed to the voluntary efforts by observers
including experienced bird watchers, conservationists, researchers, ornithologists
and government officers working in reserves. Census results were summarized by
coordinators in the respective regions or individual counters before passing to the

international coordinator for further analysis and announcement.

Results and discussion

Overview

This census recorded a total of 2,347 Black-faced Spoonbills in the East Asia
region, with the majority along the coast. This figure symbolizes a new high
population height for this species since the founding of this census and also
embraces an increase of 15% from the last year’s toll (table 1 and 9). The average
increase rate maintains at 13% (with SD = 10, table 9). In particular, such increase is
mainly contributed by an upsurge in the number of the Black-faced Spoonbills
recorded in the two largest wintering sites, Tainan area and Deep Bay. An increase
is also observed in Japan, as contrasted to the decrease in mainland China and

Vietnam, details of which will be discussed below.
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Black-faced Spoonbills were found in 52 sites in this census, higher than 43
sites in 2008 and 44 sites in 2009. All the main wintering sites, referred as those sites
with more than 2% of the overall wintering populations, are included in the
surveys for almost all years, thus minimizing the risk of missing any large groups
of wintering Black-faced Spoonbills. In nowadays, the known global population
stands at 2,347 individuals, so the 1%population level comprises 23 birds. Sites with
more than 23 individuals are therefore listed as important sites for this species. This

will be further elaborated below.

Taiwan

In 2010 census, Taiwan still accommodates the largest group of wintering
Black-faced Spoonbills in the world, with the number ascending to another new
peak level at 1,280 individuals (table 2). This figure represents an increase of 16%
from the toll of 2009. Chi-ku and Sitsao of Tainan area is the largest wintering
ground in the world, where a total of 1,185 individuals were recorded during this
census, constituting 51% of the world population. Smaller groups were recorded in
other parts of Taiwan such as Hsinchu, Changhua, Ilan, Kinmen. In particular, it is
worthwhile to note that a total of 69 birds were recorded at Chiayi County. More

details of the count in Taiwan are shown in table 1 and 2.

Pearl River Estuary (including Deep Bay between Hong Kong and Shenzhen,
Taipa in Macao)
Deep Bay (Hong Kong and Shenzhen): 462 birds Macao: 39 birds

The total number of wintering Black-faced Spoonbills in the Pearl River
Estuary was 501 individuals, scoring a new height for the count in this area and, for
the first time, exceeding the level of 500 individuals. This figure also symbolizes a
significant increase of 30% from that in 2009. This increase is mainly attributed to
the boost in the number of birds in the Deep Bay area where a total of 462 birds
were counted during the census, making a great leap of 38% from the previous
year’s figure. Same as previous censuses, the latest census covered many sites in
Deep Bay area including Mai Po Nature Reserve, Lok Ma Chau fishponds, Tsim Bei
Tsui intertidal area, Hong Kong Wetland Park and Futian National Nature Reserve

at Shenzhen. This figure represented 20% of the global wintering population.
Situation of the wintering site in Macao is, on the other hand, not so good as

that in the Deep Bay area. A total of 39 birds were counted during the census,

representing a decrease of 25% from the 2009 census figure, but the census figure of
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this year still constitutes 1.6% of the global wintering population. The main loafing
area of the spoonbill wintering in Macao is deteriorating because of the
development to pave way for tourism industry, whereas the feeding area of these
birds is largely unknown. Moreover, both the Government and the public still have
low awareness towards the situation. Conservation of the wintering site of

Black-faced Spoonbills is a really challenge.

China Mainland and Hainan Island

The number of wintering Black-faced Spoonbills in mainland China (including
Hainan Island) is sliding in recent years, against the general increasing trend of the
global population. In this census, a total of 234 Black-faced Spoonbills were
recorded in this area, bearing a decrease of 5% from the previous year’s figure

(table 4). This figure represented 10% of the known global population.

One major reason of this decline is the fewer spoonbills recorded in Hainan
(Dongfeng), while the number in Guangdong (Haifeng) was just comparable to the
2009 figure. 95 birds were recorded at Xinhua Bay, Fujian, being the largest flock
counted in the mainland China. Unfortunately, no survey could be arranged in sites

along the coast of Jiangsu, Zhejiang and Guangxi.

Red River Delta, Vietnam

A total of 46 Black-faced Spoonbills were recorded in the Red River Delta, 27%
lower than previous year’s count. The decrease may be due to the unfavourable
tidal situation during the census period for the most part. As in many previous
censuses, all birds were recorded in the Xuan Thuy area in the Red River Delta.
Survey was also carried out in Thai Thuy IBA, another site in the Red River Delta

area, and Ha Ham Island, but no Black-faced Spoonbill could be found there.

Japan

More than 200 birds were recorded in Japan in two previous censuses, and for
this census, a new peak count of 258 individuals was made in the western part of
Japan (table 6). This means an increase by 20% from the 2009 figure and constitutes
11% of the world population. The largest wintering flock in Japan comprised 27
birds at Shira-kawa River estuary, Kumamoto Prefecture. In addition, wintering

Black-faced Spoonbills were recorded in 30 sites in this census (table 1).

Republic of Korea

A total of 27 individuals were recorded at Jeju Island, of which fifteen were
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recorded at Hado-ri and the remaining twelve were presented at Seongsanpo. The
wintering Black-faced Spoonbill remains relatively stable of a level of 25
indiviudals at Jeju Island for many years, but this year turned up with an increase
of two birds from the previous year. This total number represented 1% of the world

population.

Thailand

There were only two records from Thailand in the winter 2009-10. One
immature bird were presented and photographed at Nong Bong Kai, Chiangsan,
Chiangrai province from 18 December 2009 to 27 February 2010, being a rather
unusual inland record. The distance to the nearest coast, i.e. Red River Delta, is
about 680km. Another individual was found at Pak Thale, Ban Laem, Phetchaburi
in January and February 2010. Hence, at least one was recorded in Thailand during

the period of this census.

Philippines

No Black-faced Spoonbill was found in the Philippine in this census. Candaba,
the site with a Black-faced Spoonbill found in January 2009, was surveyed in this
census but to no avail. Bird watching activities are still unpopular in the Philippines,

so many wetland areas are still not included in waterbird survey.

Conclusion

The number of Black-faced Spoonbill returns to the rising path again after a
slight decline in the previous year. It is a very encouraging sign to the conservation
of this endangered species because it proves that the population is still on the way
to recovery. As mentioned, a significant increase is observed in Taiwan, Deep Bay
and Japan, but the decrease in mainland China and Vietnam is really an alarm. This
species depends mainly to several pockets of intertidal area in the East Asia region
(Yu and Swennen 2004). Given that hunting and habitat destruction are still not
eradicated from many places in these areas, the increase of numbers in sites with
better protection such as Taiwan, Hong Kong and Japan just renders this species to
further congregate in only in a few sites. This is not a good direction for the long

term survival of the spoonbills.
Sites with more than 1% of the world population of the Black-faced Spoonbills

(i.e. 23 individuals) from the census are listed below and are considered important

sites for the conservation of the spoonbills.
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Tsengwen River estuary area including Chiku and Sitsao, Tainan - 1,185 birds
(51%),

Deep Bay, Hong Kong and Shenzhen - 462 birds (20%),

Xinhua Bay, Fujian - 95 birds (4.0%),

Haifeng, Guangdong - 72 birds (3.1%),

Changhua River estuary, Hainan - 46 birds (2.0%),

Xuan Thuy, Red River Delta, Vietnam - 46 birds (2.0%),

Taipa-coloane, Macao - 39 birds (1.7%),

New Port and Shira-kawa River estuary, Kumamoto - 27 birds (1.1%),

Jeju Island - 27 birds (1.1%).
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Eye alt 3218.18 km

Map 1. Locations of wintering Black-faced Spoonbills in winter 2009-10. 1) Ibaraki,
Japan; 2) Fukuoka, Japan; 3) Saga, Japan; 4) Kumanmoto, Japan; 5) Miyazaki, Japan; 6)
Kagoshima, Japan; 7) Nansei-shoto Islands, Japan; 8) Jeju, Republic of Korea; 9)
Xiapu, Fujian; 10) Xinhua Bay (Fuqing and Putian), Fujian; 11) Southern Fujian; 12)
Ilan, Taiwan; 13) Hsinchu, Taiwan; 14) Changhua, Taiwan; 15) Chiayi, Taiwan; 16)
Tainan (Chiku and Sitsao, Taiwan; 17) Kinmen, Taiwan; 18) Shantou, Guangdong; 19)
Haifeng, Guangdong; 20) Guangzhou, Guangdong; 21) Deep Bay, Hong Kong and
Shenzhen; 22) Taipa, Macao; 23) Lingao, Hainan; 24) Changhua River estuary,
Hainan; 25) Xuan Thuy, Vietnam; 26) Chiangrai, Thailand; 27) Phatchaburi, Thailand.

HifE 1. 2009-10 &R BT IR E S A AL 1) HAZI 2) HAMER S 3)
HAEE R 4) HAREARRS; 5) HAREIRG, 6) HAKEIRER 7) HATEEES; 8)
RREDEN S 9) tEEEEH; 10) B LESEEIEH), 11) \EEE 12) 88 ER;
13) &EHTT, 14) BEEA(L; 15) BERERE 16) GEGE (THRAIIUER); 17) &E e
18) BEBRUIITH; 19) BEsUAE; 20) BEsREN; 21) BOBFIEYIEEE, 22) IRFIEEIE; 23)
TEREE S 24) YERI BRI, 25) AL IHIK; 26) ZENEHE 27) FREIZEHE.
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Table 1. Number of Black-faced Spoonbills in different locations of East Asia,

winter 2009-10. Numbers in parenthesis are extra birds counted outside the census

period.

% 1.2009-10 FEAF RIS HH BB EE B E

Region Location 2010 Number Reported by
s HiRb BE EEE / LeE
China Funing Bay, Xiapu, Fujian 9Jan 8 Fujian Wildlife and
mainland 1EE B EEE 1H9H Wetland Resource
SHE PN Monitoring Centre, Xiapu
Forestry Bureau.
TEEA B A B LR M &
JREDHIGL, EMCES
China Xinhua Bay, Fugian/Putian, Fujian 10 Jan 95 Fujian Wildlife and
mainland e tEE/ B ERE 1H10H Wetland Resource
o ER A Monitoring Centre, Fujian
Bird Watching Society,
Changle Forestry Bureau,
Putian Bird Watching
Society, Xiamen Bird
Watching Society, Xiapu
Forestry Bureau,
Yuanxiao Forestry
Bureau.
fREE Y B BRI &
JRECHHL, EEEE S,
REEMER, HHESS,
EFE S G, BHMER,
EEMER
China Southern Fujian 10 Jan 1 Xiamen Bird Watching
mainland TR R 1H10H Society
PR RRE ErEEg
China Shantou, Guangdong 8-10 Jan 2 Zheng Kanghua
mainland FEER JTH 1H8%10H 5
PR RRE
China Haifeng, Guangdong 8-10 Jan 72 Zeng Xianwu,
mainland R e 1H8%&10H B A
HHERRE
China Panyu, Guangzhou, Guangdong 10 Jan 2 Bu Biao, Wu Kansong,
mainland R BN & 1H10H Wang Huiguang, Li
SAE NS Wenyjie, Li Lingdong, Xu
faming, Li Mingxuan, He
Chang, Yu Haiyan
M, SRR, TR, &
N, BOW, s, B
BT, (05, B
China Houshui Bay, Lingao, Hainan 8-10 Jan 7 Xu Jingjie, Wen Meicheng,
mainland EEE e EKE 1H8E10H He Zukun, Greeneyes,
e EpN S Dongzhaigang NNR office
FEAN, ORERE, ArH,
LRURIS, REEBIREEHA
=
China Changhua River estuary, Dongfang, 8-10 Jan 46 Xu Jingjie, Wen Meicheng,
mainland Hainan 1H8E10H He Zukun, Greeneyes,
EREipN BrEEE W7 B(Td Dongzhaigang NNR office

PR, JREME, (TIHH,
SRIRNS, REEBREEA
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=

Hong Kong | Deep Bay Bay, including Mai Po, 8-10 Jan 462 Asia Ecological
and Hong Kong and Futian, Shenzhen 1H8%10H Consultants, Agriculture,
Shenzhen [EIEE ~ R R R FEH Fisheries and
HANLEY Conservation Department,
Hong Kong Bird
Watching Society and
Shenzhen Bird Watching
Society
SRR A E] -
RENEHE  HEESY
YIS e
Macao Taipa-coloane 8-10 Jan 39 Leung Va, Silvia Choi
el K- 1A8%10H SRHE ) FEER TS
Taiwan Changhua 8-10 Jan 2 =LY
=0 #1t 1H8%10H
Taiwan Chiku and environs, Tainan 10 Jan 802 Black-faced Spoonbill
G S TR 1H10H Conservation Association,
Black-faced Spoonbill
Patrol team
REEEREE, R
Taiwan Sitsao and environs, Tainan 10 Jan 383 Wild Bird Society of
=01 G E ATl 1H10H Tainan city
ST RS
Taiwan Aoku Chiayi 9Jan 13 P7RfE, [eR7ERZE
=2 | RE Y 1H9H
Taiwan Chiayi 9Jan 56 FEE
=0 R AT 1H9H
Taiwan Hsinchu 10 Jan 2 Wild Bird Society of
= Hr 1H10H Hsinchu
GINRE S d
Taiwan lan 8-10 Jan 16 HEE MR
=0 | ENR | &g 1H8210H
Taiwan Kinmen 9 Jan 6 THE, FEE
=0 S 1H9H
Vietnam Red River Delta, Xuan Thuy National | 10 Jan 46 Phan Van Truong
i) Park 1H10H
oM HEKERAE
Japan Honshu: Ibaraki Pref. Hasaki-cho, 10 Jan 3 Shigeru Tokumoto
H 4 Shubana Tone River estuary 1H10H T
ANNE T IR &
Japan Kyushu: Fukuoka Pref., Karita 10 Jan 10 Satoshi Takeda
HA Reclamation 1HA10H &=
JUNS tERI% IS
Japan Kyushu: Fukuoka Pref., Fukuoka 10 Jan 1 Kimiko Kouno
H A City, Tsuyazaki Irie 1H10H JITHETACSE T
JUNE tERIR =R
Japan Kyushu: Fukuoka Pref., Fukuoka 10 Jan 21 Hiroto Okabe
=N City, Zuibaiji River estuary, Imazu 1H10H i) D
tidal flat
JUNS tER% ST 53R
Japan Kyushu: Fukuoka Pref., Fukuoka 10 Jan 8 Koji Takenaka, Takuro
HA City, Artificial Island reclamation at 1H10H Hattori
Hakata Bay. fEHIEE, Trdh3EE]
JUNE &R N TS
Japan Kyushu: Fukuoka Pref., Fukuoka 10 Jan 1 Kouji Takenaka
H 4 City, Wajiro tidal flat (coast). 1H10H TEHIEZ
JUNE BRI FMIHE2R08F)
Japan Kyushu: Fukuoka Pref., Fukuoka 10 Jan 9 Takuro Hattori, Masuko
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HA City, Tatara River estuary 1H10H Kinoshita
JUNS tEfdi% %% BT AREREARA, KT~ AT
Japan Kyushu: Fukuoka Pref., Gannosu 10 Jan 2 Kouji Takenaka
H A coast 1H10H TEHIEZ
JUNS &% fE) 855
Japan Kyushu: Fukuoka Pref., Itosima City, | 10 Jan 1 Satoru Matsumoto
HA Raizan River estuary 1H10H FRAHE
JUNE 1% B
Japan Kyushu: Fukuoka Pref., Itosima City, | 10 Jan 1 Satoru Matsumoto
HA Kanoubaru-ike pond 1H10H PAARTE
JUNE tERIR S
Japan Kyushu: Fukuoka Pref., Itosima City, | 10 Jan 3 Mitsunori Tsuchiya
HA Kafuri Bay (tidal flat) 1H10H THNE
JUNE t&ERR hifm B
Japan Kyushu: Saga Pref.,Daijugarami 10 Jan 8 Mitsunori Tsuchiya
HA JUNE B Kids 1H10H +HOEE
Japan Kyushu: Saga Pref., Hayatsue River 10 Jan 1 Mitsunori Tsuchiya
HA estuary 1H10H +HEEE
JUNE #eBER R
Japan Kyushu: Saga Pref., Hama River 10 Jan 1 Yasuo Miyazaki
H A estuary 1H10H ELEIAVIES
JUNE #E8R &)
Japan Kyushu: Saga Pref., Nanaura coast 10 Jan 17 Yasuo Miyazaki
HA JUNE EEM CHERE 1510 H ELEUNIES
Japan Kyushu: Kumamoto Pref., Arao coast | 9 Jan 5 Seizaburo Yasuo, Masaaki
HA JUNE BEAR: SeREERE 1H9H Takesita
ZRAE=BE, 7T T
Japan Kyushu: Kumamoto Pref., 9 Jan 27 Yoshihumi Matsumoto,
HA Kumamoto New Port & Shira-kawa 1H9H Minoru Beppu, Masami
River estuary Ishihara, Satomi
JUNE 8EAR: #r&, B)ibra Sakaguchi, Shun Asada,
Fumiya Matsuda
FAARTTIL, BIRHE, FlRE
K, OIHESE, RHEE
FH 5k
Japan Kyushu: Kumamoto Pref., Hi-kawa 9 Jan 16 Atsuto Hamasuna, Saori
HA River estuary 1H9H Hamasuna, Junichi Maeda
FJUNE feARR JKJIEH VEWEN ~ FERDIER, ~ i
B
Japan Kyushu: Kumamoto Pref., Kikuchi 9Jan 9 Hiroshi Mitsunaga
HA River estuary 1H9H JEAKE
JUNE BEARG: %t 1177 L1
Japan Kyushu: Kumamoto Pref., Midori 9 Jan 9 Hisayoshi Shiraishi,
HA River estuary 1H9H Kazunori Yamamoto
JUNE BEAR: &)1 HAOAE, WAL
Japan Kyushu: Kumamoto Pref., estuaries 9 Jan 22 Ken-ichi Shiraishi, Youka
HA of Ohno River & Suna River 1H9H Fujimoto, Youko Murata
JUNE BEASR REF) 1 RRb 11 T BafE—, BAET, HH
Er
Japan Kyushu: Kumamoto Pref., Kagami 9Jan 8 Teisi Nakao, Hideo Sakai
H A River estuary 1HA9H RS, TR
JUNE BEAR: #3)10m 0
Japan Kyushu: Kumamoto Pref., 9Jan 10 Shigeki Takano, Shiori
H A Mae/Kuma River estuary 1H9H Asai, Masahiro Etho, Mr.
JUINE BEARRS AT/ EBREE R Yamaguchi, Sakiko
Honda

R, Bl B0, T
BRIEZS, WO, AHER
%
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Japan Kyushu: Miyazaki Pref., Hitotsuse 10 Jan 10 Hiroko Yamaguchi,
HA River estuary 1H10H Hiroshi Yamaguchi,
TMNE =gk —#g) 17 Hiroshige Kubo, Atsusi
Higashi
(g, IORE, AR
% HEE
Japan Kyushu: Kagoshima Pref., Manose 10 Jan 15 Tsukasa Kamimura
HA River estuary 1H10H ATE
JUNE RESER: &L
Japan Kyushu: Kagoshima Pref., 10 Jan 13 Yoshiteru Tateyama
H4 Kajikisuzaki regulation pond 1H10H TLUTS
JUNS RESLER NLEAZAIR TR
Japan Kyushu: Kagoshima Pref., the 10 Jan 6 Shuu Miyano
HA regulation pond next to Hayato Port | 1 § 10 H ZEic
JUNE RESLERS 8 BRI
Japan Nansei-shoto Islands: Okinawa Pref., | 10 Jan 3 Masakuni Yamashiro, Sin
HA Awase River estuary 1H10H Yosizato, Isamu Matayosi
VHRERES ARG SR UBRIEFS, HE, 5
Japan Nansei-shoto Islands: Okinawa Pref., | 10 Jan 10 Kouji Shinjo, Takafumi
HA Tomigusuku, Senaga Waterway 1H810H Morikawa, Takako
PERARES, © HPAERG TR Morikawa, Yasuko
Tomishima
AT E BT~ AT
PESE ~ AE T
Japan Nansei-shoto Islands: Okinawa Pref., | 10 Jan 8 Kunitaro Miyagi, Yasuko
HA Ishigakijima- Island, Miyara River 1H10H Miyagi
estuary ERERER, EE T
VIR S CIEE BRI
Republic of | Jeju: Hado-ri fishponds 9-10 Jan 12 Chung Young-Bae, Kang
Korea M Hado-ri JAE 1H9%10H Chang-Wan, Kang
B Hee-Man, Kang In-yeop,
Kim Eun-M;i, Jeju Wildlife
Research Center
Republic of | Jeju: Seongsanpo 9-10 Jan 15 Chung Young-Bae, Kang
Korea BN SR 1H9%10H Chang-Wan, Kang
B Hee-Man, Kang In-yeop,
Kim Eun-M;j, Jeju Wildlife
Research Center
Thailand Nong Bong Khai, Chiangrai Dec 2009 - Feb 1 via Uaiphorn Khwanphae
B ZEES 2010
0912 H£ 10
F2H
Thailand Laem Pak Bia, Phatchaburi 23 Jan-27 Feb (1) via Uaiphorn Khwanphae
R HHHE 2010
1H23H%E?2
H27 H
Total 2347 (1)

Table 2. Site visited but no Black-faced Spoonbills seen during or near the census

period.

* 2. ERES LAY ST A AR A RS E AT

Region Location Date Reported by
& Ithigh HEA LEE / fLikE
China Chongming Dongtan, Shanghai 9 Jan Shanghai BWS
mainland U ST 1H9H FEEHEY
WA R
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China Nanhui, Shanghai 10 Jan Shanghai BWS
mainland Eig FHlE 1H10H Mabis? )
A
China Minjiang estuary, Fuzhou, Fujian 9 Jan Fujian Wildlife and
mainland tEE BN BETO 1H9H Wetland Resource
SHE PN Monitoring Centre, Fujian
Bird Watching Society,
Changle Forestry Bureau,
Putian Bird Watching
Society, Xiamen Bird
Watching Society, Xiapu
Forestry Bureau,
Yuanxiao Forestry
Bureau.
RGBSR
REML, ERERE,
REMER, HHESS
JEF IS & B,
EEMNER
China Dongzhaigong Nature Reserve, Hainan | 8-10 Jan Xu Jingjie, Greeneye,
mainland VEE HIERE R RER 1H8&Z10H Dongzhaigang NNR office
oA AR, R, REER
AEE A=
Taiwan Penghu 8-10 Jan Wl
=0 it 1H8%10H
Taiwan Taitung 8-10 Jan T o
=0 = 1H8£10H
Taiwan Keelung 8-10 Jan Wild Bird Society of
& HepE 1H8%10H | Keelung
AT ESe
Taiwan Miaoli 8-10 Jan DIEE, PHEFEES, PR ES,
=¥ EER 1A8EI0H | MUME, FRE, 55ird,
//\Zﬁfﬁi //\:F‘E
Taiwan Yunlin 8-10 Jan o
& Ltk 1A8%10H
Taiwan Hualien 8-10 Jan Wild Bird Society of
= e 1H8%10H Hualien
TR S5
Taiwan Kaoshiung 10 Jan C ;E-;WD%?, PRIRIRE,
=E ] £ 1H10H PREZEY, EETE, HERE
Taiwan Kuandu nature centre, Taipei 8-10 Jan )‘j‘ﬁé'E
=2 | &1t BEEEATL 1H8%10H
Taiwan Kenting 8-10 Jan EL -
X 3] LH8E10H
Japan Kyushu: Fukuoka Pref., Kitakyusyu 9Jan Satoshi Takeda, Shungo
HA 1H9H
City, Sone tidal flat, Kusami River Takashi
estuary R - RHESE - 58
JUNE fERf% EIRERE  F54)1a0 ‘&
Japan Kyushu: Fukuoka Pref., Kiyoichou-ike 10 Jan Makoto Tominaga, Chiaki
HA 1H10H
Pond Nakahara
JUNE tERdfs Bl Tt TR
Japan Kyushu: Fukuoka Pref., Kashii coast 10 Jan Takuro Hattori
HA 1H10H
JUNE fEfdis SR AR EA
Japan Kyushu: Nagasaki Pref., inside the 10 Jan Reiko Fukushima
HA 1H10H

31



embankment of Isahaya Bay

JUNE Rl SRFEhit R

Japan Kyushu: Kumamoto Pref., Ezuko Lake 9 Jan Shinichi Tagawa, Daichi
HA 1H9H
JUNES AeASG T3 Tagawa
Japan Kyushu: Kagoshima Pref., Kokubu tidal | 10Jan Keiko Miyano
HA 1H10H
flat, Amori River estuary EEEL T
JUNS REREM Eorerdn KR
|
Japan Kyushu: Kagoshima Pref., Beppu River 10Jan Yukako Naito
HA 1H10H
estuary R T
JUNE BERER  BIF)IITE
Japan Kyushu: Kagoshima Pref., Omoi River | 10Jan Seiji Takezoe
HA 1H10H
estuary iRER
JUNE  RERER E)ILmO
Japan Kyushu: Kagoshima Pref., Aira-machi, 10 Jan Baku Hamamoto
HA 1H10H
theregulation pond PEZNI 3
JUNE ERERM BEE] T O'iES
G
Japan Nansei-shoto Islands: Okinawa Pref., 10 Jan Shuichi Kuwahara
HA 1H10H
Iriomote-island E O &—
VHRIRES, AR TERE
Japan Nansei-shoto Islands: Okinawa Pref., 10Jan Okina Nakamoto
HA 1H10H
Gushi-tidal flat THAEL
PHRIEES PR BAERER(ERE)
Vietnam Ha Nam Island, Yen Hung District, 9Jan Nguyen Duc Tu
f8qE7] Quang Ninh Province 1A9H
FREE LG TR
Vietnam Thai Thuy IBA, Red River Delta 10 Jan Nguyen Duc Tu
R 1H10H
Republic of | Gyeonggi, Sihwa Lake 9-10 Jan Choi Chang-yong, Nam
Korea 1A9&10H Hyun-Young, Korea
HEE R National Park Migratory
Birds Center
Republic of | Chungnam, Cheonsu Bay 9-10 Jan Choi Chang-yong, Kim
Korea 1H9%10H Shin-Hwan
e
Republic of | Busan, Nakdong river estuary 9-10 Jan Kang Seung-Gu, Nakdong
Korea 1H9%10H Estuary Eco-center
e
Philippine Candaba, Pampanga 8-10 Jan Wild Bird Club Philippine
JEHEE 1H8E10H
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Table 2. Numbers of Black-faced Spoonbills in Taiwan during the international

censuses.

*® 2. EREEEDIEITE

SRS BT E

Year 89-90 93-94 94-95 95-96 Jan 97 Jan 98 Jan 99 Jan 00 Jan 01
Total 150 206 286 300 298 363 380 380 427
Year Jan 02 Jan 03 Jan 04 Jan 05 Jan 06 Jan 07 Jan 08 Jan 09 Jan 10
Total 582 580* 632 757 826 790 1030 1104 1280

* This number also included 18 injured and sick individuals from the outbreak of avian botulism.

Table 3. Numbers of Black-faced Spoonbills in the Pearl River Estuary during the

international censuses.

* 3. ENEEEIHEER L e Bl EHE

Year 89-90 93-94 94-95 95-96 Jan 97 Jan 98 Jan 99 Jan 00 Jan 01
Hong 50 70 78 99 69 88 96 90 135
Kong

Shenzhen nc nc nc nc 32 58 nc nc 42*
Macao 6 12 8 10 13 9 12 6 36
Total 56 82 86 109 114 155 108 96 171*
Year Jan 02 Jan 03 Jan 04 Jan 05 Jan 06 Jan 07 Jan 08 Jan 09 Jan 10
Hong 136 179 238 272 296 320 331 273 429
Kong

Shenzhen 3 24 5 39 50 36 38 62 33
Macao 37 46 50 39 51 48 50 52 39
Total 176 249 293 350 397 404 419 387 501
nc = no count, *Forty-two birds in Futian was not included in the total number because

counts in Mai Po and Futian were not taken simultaneously.

Table 4. Numbers of Black-faced Spoonbills in China Mainland (excludes Futian,

Shenzhen) and Hainan Island during the international censuses.

4. RIREPCGE IR P BN OB B i GH Rt E R E
Year 89-90 93-94 94-95 95-96 Jan 97 Jan 98 Jan 99 Jan 00 Jan 01
Total 15 22 21 21 58 5 3 9 72
Year Jan 02 Jan 03 Jan 04 Jan 05 Jan 06 Jan 07 Jan 08 Jan 09 Jan 10
Total 24 17 91 187 206 247 313 247 234
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Table 5. Numbers of Black-faced Spoonbills in Red River Delta, Vietnam during the

international censuses.

* 5. ENEI G AR ERE DT SRR ER S E

Year 89-90 93-94 94-95 95-96 Jan 97 Jan 98 Jan 99 Jan 00 Jan 01

Total 62 25 23 75 nc 59 34* 46* 47
Year Jan 02 Jan 03 Jan 04 Jan 05 Jan 06 Jan 07 Jan 08 Jan 09 Jan 10
Total 54* 65* 15 56 74 45 49 63 46

nc = no count, * Surveys also included Thai Binh and other places in the Delta.

Table 6. Numbers of Black-faced Spoonbills in Japan during the international censuses.

6. ENRFERF AL N ARG RREERE

Year 89-90 93-94 94-95 95-96 Jan 97 Jan 98 Jan 99 Jan 00 Jan 01

Total 5 16 14 31 28 75 60 99 87
Year Jan 02 Jan 03 Jan 04 Jan 05 Jan 06 Jan 07 Jan 08 Jan 09 Jan 10
Total 107 128 149 103 (47) 155 189 224 215 258

Number in parenthesis is the birds recorded outside but closed the census period.

Table 7. Numbers of Black-faced Spoonbills in Jeju Island, Republic of Korea during

the international censuses.

*® 7 ENESEEIEERBENS G RREERE

Year 89-90 93-94 94-95 95-96 Jan 97 Jan 98 Jan 99 Jan 00 Jan 01

Total 6 nc nc 15 16 25 14 20 21
Year Jan 02 Jan 03 Jan 04 Jan 05 Jan 06 Jan 07 Jan 08 Jan 09 Jan 10
Total 29 22 23 21 21 20 28 25 27

nc = no count
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Table 8. Numbers and percentage increase of total number of Black-faced Spoonbills

during the international censuses.

8 EEK[FEPE AN EEE R R H e
Year 89-90 93-94 94-95 95-96 Jan97 Jan98 Jan99 Jan00 JanO0l Jan 02
Total 294 351 430 551 535 613 586 660 828 969
% - 194 22,5 28.1 2.9 14.6 -4.4 12.6 25.5 17.0
increase
Year Jan 03 Jan 04 Jan 05 Jan 06 Jan 07 Jan 08 Jan 09 Jan 10
Total 1069 1206 1475 1679 1695 2065 2041 2347
% increase  10.3 12.8 22.3 13.8 1.0 21.8 -1.2 15.0

Average % increase (SD): 13.4 (10.0), n = 17
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Figurel Known wintering Black-faced Spoonbill populations from winter 1989-90 to
2009-10.
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Figure 2. Percentages of Black-faced Spoonbills in different wintering areas during the 2010

international census.
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Figure 3. Trends of known Black-faced Spoonbills in the world, in three traditional important
congregation sites: Tainan of Taiwan, Deep Bay of Hong Kong and Shenzhen, Red River
Delta of Vietnam, and a new site at Hainan Island, China from the international censuses.
Numbers were based on a review by Kennerley (1990) and table 3, 4 and 6.
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Appendix

Appendix 1. Counts in Deep Bay, Hong Kong and Shenzhen during the
International Black-faced Spoonbill Census 2010.
fifs% 1. 2010 - BAREERE £ BKES L EREEE (KR FrERHaER

a) Counts on 8 January 2010

Place/Time 1530h 1630h 1730h
Mai Po Nature Reserve 254 283 225
and boardwalk

Lok Ma Chau 11 16 56
Nam Sang Wai 33 31 38
Tsim Bei Tsui area, 43 39 42
including environs of

Wetland Park

‘Outer’” Deep Bay 6 6 6
Futian 33 24 24
Total 380 399 391
b) Counts on 9 January 2010

Place/Time 1600h 1700h 1800h
Mai Po Nature Reserve 161 289 207
and boardwalk

Lok Ma Chau 65 85 148
Nam Sang Wai 22 0 0
Tsim Bei Tsui area, 53 55 34
including environs of

Wetland Park

‘Outer” Deep Bay 0 0 0
Futian 32 33 20
Total 333 462 409
c) Counts on 10 January 2010

Place/Time 1615h 1715h 1815h
Mai Po Nature Reserve 119 81 56
and boardwalk

Lok Ma Chau 235 277 247
Nam Sang Wai 0 0 1
Tsim Bei Tsui area, 46 38 41
including environs of

Wetland Park

‘Outer’” Deep Bay* 0 0 0
Futian 12 12 12
Total 412 408 357




